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YOUR COMMENTS ON THE CASE

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing this on behalf of myself and my wife Helen.

This note is to voice our agreement with Chorley Borough Council's refusal to allow planning permission
for the proposed 3rd prison at Ulnes Walton.

Ulnes Walton cannot sustain further increase in traffic or population without substantial increase in
infrastructure, to the roads, public transport and mains services. The road improvements proposed by
Lancashire County Council will hinder traffic flow, particularly during peak hours when journey time (in
any direction) will be substantially increased. Worse, LCC failed to consult/explain with locals as to how
traffic calming would help matters. Services such as GP's, hospitals, schools, police etc. are currently
not coping. There is nothing to suggest matters will improve in the future, the proposed prison and its
population will further erode these services.

Traffic counts were taken during COVID lockdown. The MoJ states that prison officers are key workers
so there would not have been any significant change in the prison traffic volume. This is misleading
because the reality was there was a significant reduction in traffic (the car parks were no where near
filled to capacity plus there was also a significant reduction in service and visitor traffic).

There is no significant or effective public transport in the area. The 112 bus service is not used
because it takes too long to get anywhere. It is condescending of the MoJ to suggest an extra £500k of
public money over 5 years would fix this service, especially as the prison may be here for much longer.
It is not realistic of the MoJ and LCC to think tweaking non-viable services will suddenly make them
work. None of the previous "travel plans" (car sharing, cycling, etc) for the the prison service in this
area have worked, there is nothing to suggest "new" travel plans would be any different. E.g. Prison
Officers come from a wide area, and with shift patterns for most people car sharing is not viable.
Visitors are even less likely to car share.

We live on Wray Crescent, the proposed prison will be our "direct" neighbour. The nearest buildings are
less than 100 metres from our house, the inmate quartering is within 200m. Our lives will be directly
impacted by:

Loss of privacy (a massive increase in people walking past, being overlooked by high buildings, being
overlooked by inmates);

Noise from traffic;
Noise from the prison itself;
An increase in light pollution, even with the proposed lighting being inside the perimeter rather than

external.
An increase in attempts by criminals to get contraband into all the prisons and the distruption that

causes. The increased vulnerability of our property and our personages and privacy.
We currently enjoy direct access to our land from Pump House Lane. Its proposed redirection will

mean we lose access to our land from Pump House Lane.
The land we own is crossed by a public footpath. The public footpath joins Pump House Lane. There is
nothing to explain what is to happen to the footpath when the lane is re-directed.

The MoJ are not neighbourly and so far have failed to show any inclination of being so. Many years
ago, the army learned about "hearts and minds" to win over local population. The MoJ might find it
beneficial to adopt a similar attitude.

The MoJ say they are "committed to making a positive contribution for local people and are keen to
work with local communities to ensure as many local people benefit as possible". The MoJ have yet to
suggest or explain how the residents of Wymott Estate or the wider population in Ulnes Walton will see
any positive benefits. The Bowling Club members are mainly people from outside that community. A
facility to suit the immediate locals would be more welcome.
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The old "Wymott Social Club" adjacent to the bowling green was a fantastic amenity. Its rooms hosted
many diverse activities and functions for villagers until its unfortunate demise. The bowling club,
mostly used by people coming from outside Ulnes Walton is to be relocated to a "better" location
however nothing has been discussed to compensate for the loss of the social club's function rooms and
everything that it stood for.

The high turnover of prison staff at Wymott and Garth suggests employment there is not an enjoyable
"benefit". The low local employment rates suggest that the MoJ will always struggle to recruit and
retain local people. Therefore employees can only come from the wider north west region (hardly
local) with much longer travel times in single occupancy cars. (There is no alternative viable transport
to cars which is why travel plans do not work.) Any benefit to local businesses will be marginal and the
local population will suffer from more traffic, noise and pollution, which all contradicts everything the
COP26 conference stood for that the government is "keen to support".

On the evening of 26 April, at 2245hrs, a box of 245 fireworks were let off on land between the old
Wymott Social Club and the perimeter fence of Wymott Prison. These were used to distract from
drones being flown over the fence. For ten minutes it seemed like the Ukranian war had come to Ulnes
Walton. I phoned 999 and asked for the police, I was asked to phone 101. The 101 operator said it
was not illegal for fireworks to be used before 11pm providing no-one was being hurt. Others had also
called the police because vehicles did eventually show up.

The seeming lack of concern shown by the authorities is disappointing. Having no police presence to
deter unwanted activities outside the existing prisons and support frightened locals is a concern. The
new prison perimeter fence will be very close to our land. We can only assume we will be more
susceptable and vulnerable to unwanted/criminal activities on our land.

Prisons are commitments for decades, both for those who run them and those who have to live with
them. The folk of Ulnes Walton and Wymott do not deserve to lose any more amenities than we
already have done caused by the existing prisons. We strongly object to the building of a third prison
in this location.
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