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Earlier this year, the Ministry of Justice announced that it would be appealing the
decision of Chorley Council’s planning committee to reject the proposal for the
construction of a new prison on the land adjacent to HMP Garth and HMP Wymott.

Many South Ribble residents immediately contacted me, as their Member of
Parliament, to express their views on the proposals. I conducted a survey, which was
available on my website and distributed by post to a number of residents in the
immediate vicinity of the development.

I received a total of 187 responses to this survey. The closing date for this survey was
Friday 6 May 2022.

Conclusion

The results of this survey show a strong and clear message from South Ribble
residents. The overwhelming majority of respondents believe that the development of
a third prison on the land adjacent to HMP Garth and HMP Wymott should not take
place.

My survey shows that residents believe the development would lead to increased road
congestion, loss of green spaces, increased noise pollution and decreased road safety.

Follow up Actions

With this almost unanimous view from residents, I have today written to the Planning
Inspectorate in my capacity as the Member of Parliament for the South Ribble
constituency.

I have asked them to reject the appeal and stop these plans.
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COPY OF SURVEY ON THE PROPOSAL OF A THIRD PRISON IN ULNES WALTON

(Issued May 2022)

Name

Address

Email *

*Please provide your email address here only if you consent to being sent the results of this survey this way.

[1] Are you aware of the proposal to construct a new prison on the existing HMP Garth
HMP Wymott site in Ulnes Walton?

oYes oNo oDon’t Know

[2] Thinking of the details of this proposal - Are you... (Tick one)

o Very Supportive o Supportive
o Concerned o Very Concerned o Don’t Know

[3] IF SUPPORTIVE:

o Neutral

‘What benefits do you believe this will bring to the local area? (Tick all that apply)

o Construction Jobs o Long term jobs / economic activity o Improved Public Transport
o Improved Community amenities e.g. Bowls club o Other, please specify

[4] IF CONCERNED:

What concerns do you have about the proposals? (Tick all that apply)
o Increased road congestion o Lack of Public transport options for visitors and staff
o Road safety o Loss of green space / habitat

o Noise pollution o Other, please specify

[5A] Do you believe that the
current South-East site access
off Moss Lane is suitable for
expansion?

oYes oNo oDon’t Know

[5B] Would you be more likely
to support proposals with
improved road access and
public transport provision?
e.g re-opening Midge Hall
railway station and access to
the North-West of the current
site?

oYes oNo oDon’t Know

North
-West
Access

! ]
South-East Access

Blue lines show the Ministry of Justice ownership boundary, and the

red lines show the application boundary.
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Question 1

‘Are you aware of the proposal to construct a new prison on the existing HMP Garth
and HMP Wymott site in Ulnes Walton?’

Don't Know ‘ >
0%

Yes
98%

mYes = No = Don't Know

Question 2

‘Thinking of the details of this proposals — Are you:’

Very Supportive | Supportive | Neutral | Concerned | Very Concerned | Don’t Know

Supportive
4%

Very Supportive

6% Neutral

3%

Concerned
7%

Very Concerned
80%

Very Supportive Supportive = Neutral = Concerned = Very Concerned
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Question 3

‘IF SUPPORTIVE — What benefits do you believe this will bring to the
local area?’

Construction Jobs | Long-Term Jobs / Economic Activity | Improved Public Transport |
Improved Community Amenities | Other, please specify

Other

Improved Construction Jobs,
Community
Amenities

Improved Public

Transport,
Long-Term Jobs,
Construction Jobs Long-Term Jobs
= Improved Public Transport = Improved Community Amenities
= Other

Question 3 also had the option of making other comments on the
proposal. I have outlined the most common of these below.

e The majority of residents used this answer space as an area to further voice
concerns and highlight how they believe no benefits will come from the project.

Below, I have also highlighted a number of quotes from concerned
residents.

e “No benefits can be brought to the area.”

e “None of the above will benefit the local area, the construction jobs will only
be short term, and many of them will not go to local companies, many of the
long-term jobs will see people travelling to work from outside the local area
adding to pollution and on top of that the road infrastructure can barely cope
now never mind with an extra 1000 plus staff.”
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Question 4

‘IF CONCERNED — What concerns do you have about the proposals?’
Increased Road Congestion | Lack of Public Transport Options| Road Safety | Loss of Green
Space | Noise Pollution | Other, please specify

Other Increased Road

Congestion
Noise Pollution ‘
Lack of Public
Loss of Green Tran§p0rt
Space ' Options

Road Safety

Increased Road Congestion

Lack of Public Transport Options
= Road Safety
= Loss of Green Space
= Noise Pollution

Question 4 also had the option of making other comments on the
proposal. I have outlined the most common of these below.

e Residents expressed additional concerns about the ratio of prisoners to
residents in the community, the construction of tall buildings close to
residential developments and the suitability of alternative sites.

Below, I have also highlighted a number of quotes from concerned
residents.

e “I live on Dunkirk Lane, which is unfit for the traffic that it has now. My
house shakes every day due to HGVs and buses, add to that the prison and
the 900 homes on the test track being built its just madness.”

e “Surely if there is a need for another prison it would make sense to find a site
adjacent to the motorway.”
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Question 5A

‘Do you believe that current South-East site access off Moss Lane is
suitable for expansion?’

Don't Know
8%

= Yes =No = Don't Know

Question 5B

‘Would you be more likely to support proposals with improved road
access and public transport provision? E.g. Re-opening Midge Hall
railway station and access to the North-West of the site.

Yes | No | Don’t Know

Don't Know
11%

Yes
17%

No
72%

®Yes ®=No = Don't Know

Constituency Office:
15t Floor Leyland Conservative Club, 67-69 Towngate, Leyland, Lancs, PR25 2LR,
Switchboard: 02072194622, Email: Katherine.Fletcher. MP@parliament.uk
Website: www.katherinefletcher.uk



