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Please note that comments about this case need to be made within the timetable. This can be found in the notification letter sent by the

local planning authority or the start date letter. Comments submitted after the deadline may be considered invalid and returned to
sender.

Appeal Reference: APP/D2320/W/22/3295556

DETAILS OF THE CASE

Appeal Reference APP/D2320/W/22/3295556

Appeal By MINISTRY OF JUSTICE

Site Address Land adjacent to HMP Garth and HMP Wymott
Leyland
PR26 8NH
Grid Ref Easting: 350521
Grid Ref Northing: 420854

SENDER DETAILS

Name MRS NICOLA WEBSDELL

Address 105 Hedgerows Road
LEYLAND
Lancashire
PR26 7JR

ABOUT YOUR COMMENTS

In what capacity do you wish to make representations on this case?
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Rule 6 (6)
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Final Comments
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Statement
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Interested Party/Person Correspondence

Other
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YOUR COMMENTS ON THE CASE

Comments on the Planning Appeal
1. Impact on traffic volumes, vehicle speeds and accident levels on local roads

Doubling vehicle volumes will mean increases in accidents and injury. The traffic volumes are set to
double and the current volumes aren’t sustainable on residential roads, many restricted to 20mph
already.
The suggestion that staff and visitors to the prison, would use Croston railway station and the bus
service is a nonsense . No staff currently use the public transport and visitors who don’t have access to
cars take Taxis from Preston or Leyland railway station to the prison. With a third prison, this will only
increase congestion. On the MoJ plans there are over 400 parking spaces planned for construction
which means there will be 3000 additional vehicles movements per day, seven days a week (based on
staff operating on 3 shifts per day).
Many of the roads will be impacted by the increased traffic including: Moss Lane, Ulnes Walton Lane,
Slater Lane, Dunkirk Lane, Southport Road, and School Lane which all form part of the walking and
cycling routes to local Primary and Secondary schools. The MoJ plans will make this totally unstainable
and further drive the use of personal cars and thus further vehicle movements.
The MoJ plans seem to ignore entirely the additional traffic load which will arise from the 900 home
development off Longmeanygate, Leyland which is already being built and occupied. When complete
this will considerably increase the pressure on the existing road junctions on; Southport road, School
Lane and Dunkirk Lane. The Highway Authority has no plans to address this issue. The existing
building lines on Dunkirk Lane, School Lane and Southport Road prevent widening of the roads or
construction of roundabouts etc, and this is before the MoJ development begins.
In times of flooding of the River Lostock, access to the prisons is reduced to the north side of Ulnes
Walton Lane, as access from the south is cut off entirely. This area (illustrated in the Environment
Agency supplied map below) is designated as a Zone 3 area i.e. “high probability of flooding”. When
the flooding occurs it condenses all traffic movements to the residential roads to the north, which have
20mph speed limits. Under the MoJ plans, this will quadruple normal traffic load. The frequency of
flooding will increase with global warming, and we are in no doubt that access will be required by the
MoJ traffic at all times, including during floods and they will expect this to take precedence over the
safety of residents and other users of the road network which is simply not sustainable.

2 The density of development within the Green belt is unacceptable

The new buildings are planned at 4 storey height, not counting the rooves, so will dwarf the adjacent
residential dwellings. The MoJ has positioned the new prison very close to the existing two storey
homes and there is no screening. Infact existing screening is being removed at a waste of public
money. Please note the current screening was put in place after the 1993 riots and the reconstruction
and redesign of Wymott prison buildings at a higher height than the original buildings.
The proposal from the MoJ attempts to hide the likely impact of a new boiler house. The existing boiler
house is a large and tall building. The MoJ say they will demolish the existing boiler house and replace
with a new one which must be even larger, but no dimensions or location is given. The MOJ are asking
for the right to put the new boiler house wherever they want and at whatever scale they think they
need. This will claim further green belt land and be totally out of proportion/ scale with existing
development in the area.

3 Loss of Amenity

There are several major losses of amenity that will impact residents and recreational visitors alike:
3.1 Light Pollution
The MoJ make no mention of the massively increased light pollution which will be throughout the hours
of darkness for the life of the Prison. This will not just come from the perimeter security lighting, but
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more significantly, for residents on all of the Wymott Estate, Moss Lane, Ulnes Walton Lane and
Hedgerows Road, lighting from towers used to illuminate the new large car park throughout the hours
of darkness. The new car park is to be immediately adjacent to residential properties and the existing
tree screening is to be removed. This is a development in the green belt and not a city centre or
designated industrial park. Such a massive increase in light pollution has to be prevented. It is hard to
see how residents will be able to sleep with almost permanent daylight.

3.2 Increased air pollution
Increased pollution will arise from:
• Doubling of traffic movements on the local road network including by HGVs transporting fuel for the
prison boilers
• Massive increase in traffic idling at road junctions (this cannot be modified to accept increased
volumes) as these roads are used by large volumes of agricultural vehicles, cyclists, walkers and horse
riders.
• Massively increased volumes of slow moving traffic in residential roads currently restricted to 20mph
• The new boiler house which will need to burn significantly more fuel
The area around the existing prison forms links for bridle paths, walking routes to local schools and
national cycling routes. Increased pollution will negatively impact all of this and there is no attempt at
mitigation by the Prison Service.
3.3 Increased congestion
Increased traffic volumes will impact travel times, delay journeys and further increase car use as
parents seek to protect children traveling to and from school. The increased accident risk and also
increased pollution levels will be major causes for concern. The local road network has already been
forced to contend with the impact of an adjacent 900 home residential and industrial development
being progressed currently off Longmeanygate (a road that will form a feeder route for Prison traffic).
There are no pedestrian crossings on any of the roads adjacent to the prison and buses will need to
execute a three point turn adjacent to homes, just to pick up school children in Moss Lane.
The increase in traffic volumes will lead to more accidents and then almost certainly cause Sustrans to
remove Ulnes Walton Lane and Holker Lane from its network mapping, leading to further loss of
amenity to the residents of both Chorley and South Ribble. All at a time when the Council, County
Council and Government has obligations to reduce carbon footprint of travel and encourage exercise as
a means of improving the health and well being of its residents.

3.4 Increase Noise and Intimidation
Increased noise pollution will lead to loss of amenity for residents and visitors. Increased noise will
arise from:
• Increased traffic volumes which will increase noise levels – doubling of traffic volumes
• Security alarms on cell blocks and boiler house alarms will increase in volume – this will become a
24/7 feature of the neighbourhood
• Shouting and intimidation from the cell blocks by prisoners will increase and will be clearly audible to
residents including children. This will be made worse by the increased height of the cell blocks and
proximity to residential properties
• Increased volume of emergency vehicles called to the prisons with sirens

3.5 Increased local flooding

As illustrated by the Environment Agency plan (See submitted attachment) the existing prison site is
already bordered on 3 sides by areas of Zone 3 (High Flood Risk). The MoJ proposal will increase water
run off volume and speed from the vastly increased areas of; hard surfaced parking, roads and roofing.
Residents and recreational visitors will see a massive loss of amenity with increased flooding of roads,
paths and bridleways and homes. This will be in the form of increased depth of flooding and frequency,
which will be further exacerbated by global warming. Not being able to enjoy your home or the
countryside because it’s under water is a major loss of amenity.
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COMMENT DOCUMENTS

The documents listed below were uploaded with this form:

Relates to Section: REPRESENTATION
Document Description: Your comments on the appeal.
File name: flood-map-planning-2022-05-05T20_27_22.169Z c.pdf

PLEASE ENSURE THAT A COPY OF THIS SHEET IS ENCLOSED WHEN POSTING THE ABOVE DOCUMENTS TO US
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